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Albek Duo, Swiss Twins, to Perform at Haileybury College

HAILEYBURY COLLEGE  September 18, 2011 – The Albek Duo, identical twin sisters from Lugano, Switzerland, will perform at Bradby Hall, Haileybury College on Sunday, September 25 at 7:30pm.  The violin and piano concert will mark the duo’s first appearance in Hertfordshire following a recent London recital at St. James’s Church, Piccadilly.
Ambra Albek (violin and viola) and Fiona Albek (piano) comprise the Albek Duo.  The sisters have performed extensively in Europe, Australia and North and South America.  In Italy, the Umbrian daily newspaper Il Corriere dell’Umbria wrote, “The enchanting and delightful performance by the Albek twins in Assisi was full of grace, bravura and originality in a demanding program. These sisters from Switzerland from the very beginning have captured the public's attention with their spontaneous freshness and interesting program choices.”  Noted American composer, William Perry, who will be in attendance at the concert, says, “These twin sisters from Switzerland offer a dazzling blend of beauty, passion and musicianship.”
Naxos, the world’s leading classical music group, has just released the Albek Duo’s recording of  the Gemini Concerto: An Entertainment for Violin, Piano and Orchestra (from the CD: Music for Great Films of the Silent Era).  It was premiered in 2010 and then recorded in Dublin with the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra (Ireland). The duo’s earlier CD, South of the Alps, on the Eroica label, celebrates the colorful music of Italy, France and Spain.

A notable distinction of the duo, and a treat for the audience, is the prowess of Ambra Albek in performing on viola as well as violin. She will play Bartok’s famous Romanian Dances in an arrangement for viola and piano made by the composer’s son. The concert will also include a Fantasy on Themes from Puccini’s “Tosca” in its Hertfordshire premiere.
The concert is open to the public, and tickets are not required.
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